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In Intercultural Discipleship, 
one of eight publications in the se-
ries Encountering Mission, Dr. W. Jay 
Moon, professor of church planting at 
Asbury Theological Seminary, makes 
a compelling case on the need to ap-
proach spiritual formation through an 
intercultural discipleship process. 
Writing primarily to practitioners in the 
West (xii), the bulk of the book is focused on analyzing cultural pedagogi-
cal forms including symbols, ritual, stories, music, dance, and drama—
things that are usually associated with Majority World cultures, as tools to 
enhance cross-cultural discipleship processes. Moon’s focus is to advocate 
for the inclusion of these native cultural genres, not necessarily for over-
seas mission, but for spiritual formation in Western home cultures, since 
these cultural genres have often been perceived by westerners as being 
too emotive and less rational, a result of the elevation of the cognitive over 
the emotive in the modern era.  
The book is pedagogical in nature. The layout of each chapter follows 
a very straightforward design, with a theoretical section, a demonstration 
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In chapters 1-3, the author sets the stage by comparing the underly-
ing assumptions of Western culture and Majority World culture and how 
these affect approaches to discipleship. Acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of each worldview, Moon demonstrates how a combination 
of diverse cultural tools for spiritual formation can provide a more ho-
listic understanding to discipleship. He sees intercultural discipleship as 
the process of transforming worldviews by which Jesus’ followers are ori-
ented to the Kingdom of God and learn to contextualize their obedience 
to Christ through the usage of native genres derived from their different 
cultures (53). 
In chapters 5-9, Moon analyses each cultural tool at an individual level 
and provides steps in order to properly contextualize the different ele-
ments into the process of intercultural discipleship. An underlying theme 
in the book cautions against syncretism and split-level Christianity by pre-
senting a healthy hermeneutic of interpreting and contextualizing cultural 
genres that avoid non-critical assimilation while also not totally rejecting 
cultural forms. In these chapters, therefore, he gives both a theoretical 
analysis and a practical picture of how native genres could be used in 
diverse contexts, often through stories from his own personal experience 
serving as a missionary in Africa for 13 years. 
In chapters 10-11, the author calls the reader to consider a more holistic 
approach to worldview transformation by showing both the necessity to 
provide a new understanding that impacts belief or ideology, but also the 
need for both word and deed as agents of change. The end of the book lays 
out key metrics to measure successful incorporation of these elements in 
the discipleship journey, including an exploration of the usage of these 
cultural tools within postmodern contexts. 
Moon’s scholarship shines throughout this book as he manages to 
draw from various disciplines, masterfully weaving together sociologi-
cal, pedagogical, and missiological perspectives on the matter, including 
thoughts from leading scholars like Paul Hiebert, Clifford Geertz, and 
Charles Kraft, among others. However, the author also maintains an ac-
cessible language for his target audience. 
One weakness of the material, however, is that a case could be made 
against the idea of reflecting on multicultural pedagogy through the eyes 
of a single author. One would expect such a volume to contain contri-
butions from various voices and viewpoints. Still, with the inclusion of 
culturally diverse stories and the varied experiences originating from the 
author himself, Moon presents a well-rounded and culturally informed pan-
orama of the topic that solidifies his own voice in contributing to the topic. 
Another area of concern is that although the author vouches for 
both the usage of words and actions as a means that lead to worldview 
2
Journal of Adventist Mission Studies, Vol. 16 [2021], No. 1, Art. 16
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol16/iss1/16
209
2020, vol. 16 no. 1
transformation, the author tends to still lean towards an exploration of 
the cognitive aspects of the pedagogical tools, rather than the affective 
or evaluative. He addresses spiritual formation and worldview 
transformation mostly from the standpoint of enhancing communication 
and relaying information, while focusing less on the behavioral and 
relational tools that could be adopted in the learning environment to 
encourage imitation, which is core to discipleship. 
Nevertheless, the high academic nature of the content blended with 
practical tools and the suggested exercises at the end of each chapter makes 
this book a good tool for practitioners who are looking to diversify their 
pedagogical methods or use this material for the purpose of providing 
training. With this book, Moon also provides good material for academics 
and religious educators, especially as the effects of globalization call for a 
new approach in which multicultural pedagogy will be inevitable. 
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